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Chloramine concerns continue

12 residents file
claims with SFPUC
over H:O disinfectant

BY ETHAN FLETCHER

Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Twelve
residents, most in San Mateo
~County, have. filed claims with
the San Francisco Public Util-
ities. Commission for damages

théy say were caused by the addi-.

tion of chloramine into the agen-
cy's water supply.

The claims were delivered to
City Hall on'Friday according to
one petitioner, Menlo Park resi-
dent Denise Johnson-Kula, who
said they want the SFPUC to ei-
ther stop using the disinfectant
in the Hetch Hetchy water sys-

tem or spring ‘for water filtration )

systems to remove the chemieal.
Johnson-Kula and the other 11
petitioners claim the SFPUC's
switch from- chlorine to chlora-
mine as a disinfectant in the
Peninsula’s water supply in Feb-

Lillian Lieberman and.‘Denisé Johnson-Kula deliver the personal
histories of chloraming-sufferers at San Francisco City Hall.

ruary by the SFPUC has caused
a variety of skin and resplratory
ailments. .

Johnson-Kula already had a
separate lawsuit dismissed in Su-
perior Court in December re-
garding her elaims that the ad-
dition of ehloramine had caused
her serious asthma-related medi-
cal problems when she showered,
claims supported by a written
statement from her doctor. Now

she has foﬁnd others with similar
complaints that have joined her

" inlodging the claims against the

SFPUC. She said the claims were

‘g first step in what she hoped

would-nitimately lead to another

lawstit that would force the wa-

ter utility to eliminate ehlora-
mine from their system.
“Ultimately, we want the SF-
PUC to stop using chloramine
in. the water until they can be

sure that it’s safe, "Johnson-Ku-

1a said, “Pmioing to fight this to-

the very end...it’s my life, I mean

Ican’tuse my water.”
Johnson-Kulasaid herlifehas

become nearly impossible since

“the disinfectant was sgdded fo
" her water supply — she has to

shower at her family’s home an
hour away, she cannot do her
laundry at her apartment and
drinks only bottled water.

"Tony Winnicker, spokesman
for the SFPUC, said no research
had shown any adverse medical
side-effects and the agenhcy
would continue to use chlora-
mine-in the water because it is
the safest option for its custom-
ers. The ageney must, under fed-
eral guidelines, use either chlo-
rine or chloramine as a disinfec-
tant..

Formore information on chlo-
ramines, go to the SFPUC’s Web
site at- www.sfwater.org, and to
participate in a survey by San
Francisco’s Public Health depart-
ment docutnenting chloramine
smle effects, call415-252-3973.
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